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Dear Parents, 

First of all, thank you for all our lovely gifts that you gave us for Christmas – 

which seems a very long time ago now! 

This term we are going to start with an exciting art based topic called… ‘Don’t be 

the smartest, think like an artist!’  We will be using the medium of art to instil 

a growth mindset and give the children the confidence to keep trying when they 

find something challenging.  In the words of Van Gogh, ‘I am always doing what I 

cannot do yet, in order to learn how to do it.’  The classroom has been 

transformed into an art gallery which we will add own pieces to as the term 

progresses.   

In our writing sessions we will design, write and perform to percussion our own 

positive learning quotes and we will all chose an artist to learn about and write a 

fact file on.  The artists in question are Van Gogh, Georges Seurat, Alexander 

Calder, Keith Haring and Matisse.  We’ll learn how to write captions for our 

canvases which we plan to sell at our ‘Y1 Arty Party’ gallery, to which you are all 

invited at the end of the half term  (dates for this are to follow).  There are some 

lovey books about artists for children.  James Mayhew wrote a series of ‘Katie and 

the …Starry Night / British Artists….’ If you find any other good arty books, do let 

us know. 

In maths we will continue to learn about place value and word problems, shape 

and money.  Our role play area is ‘The Art Shop’ and there are plenty of items to 

buy there! 

In dance we will be looking at the sculptures and paintings of Keith Haring and 

Alan Davie to inspire some fun dance shapes and movements.   

This year we are lucky to again be involved in a community project called ‘Picture 

This’ which is run by Pallant House gallery in Chichester.  So we will be going 

there on a trip (we’ll keep you posted on the date) to see the chosen painting – 

The Setting……. By Alan Davie.  This ties in perfectly with our topic and will show 

the children what an art gallery is like before we organise our own art gallery!  

We will need drivers for this trip so if you are able to help, please let us know. 
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PE days are Wednesday and Thursday – with a dance and multi-skills focus.  In 

geography we will use Monet’s haystack to identify the seasons and weather.  We 

are also going to start sending spellings home this term, starting with the high 

frequency words.  Test day will be Tuesdays. 

If you have any ‘arty’ ideas of expertise, please come and talk to us about them! 

And lastly, we would like to welcome Mr White who is a student teacher in his 

third year at Chichester University.  He is getting to know the children and is 

settling into Y1 life! 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mrs Bond and Mrs Martin. 
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